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In compiling this selection of opera choruses and
arias, I have chosen the ones that my SAB choirs
most enjoyed singing and found most approach-
able, i.e. those with lots of unison singing as in
Nessun Dorma and the Chorus of the Hebrew
Slaves and with simple harmonies as in La Donna
e Mobile. Some parts require preparation, most
obviously in the alto parts, and in sections such as
letter B in the Toreador’s song but none of my
singers found this too challenging since most of
the repertoire in the book is familiar. The last two
Offenbach choruses, The Gendarmes’ Duet and
the Barcarolle are respectively for the basses and
the upper voices, allowing them to shine. The final
song, Funiculi Funicula is not from opera, but a
famous Neapolitan song. It is, though, sufficiently
opera like and so enjoyable to sing as an encore

that I included it.
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4. Evensong 13
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from Genevieve de Brabant Music: Jacques Offenbach
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